
We were going back to the scene of the crime or rather the leap. I noticed this time, Kai kept us very far away from 
the cliffs, choosing instead to bring the car to another clearing, hopefully one safe from thundering herds of massive 
beasts with horns and shaggy shoulders as well as the sand-colored cats who liked to feed on them. When he first 
told me he was going on a run, I did everything I could to attach myself to the mission, finally bribing him with the 
promise of getting the final licensing for his rebuilt Mustang through the bureaucratic red tape holding up its 
approval to run on the roads. 

There was a reason I went with him. Many reasons. Mostly, because he was always so incredibly alone. Most of his 
life was spent on the run, lurching from one disastrous event to the next, wrestling with his own demons while 
taking down monsters too fierce for anyone else to tangle with. When I first learned of his existence, there were 
whispers of his reputation proceeding him, a coldhearted, killing machine who took on contracts no one else would 
touch. I’d expected to find an Unsidhe archetype, the epitome of one of their dark warriors, someone trained to kill 
without any emotion but that’s not who answered the knock on his door. 

He was so damned young, barely an adult but his eyes were wary, feral and fierce. I’d taken him for a disaffected 
Sidhe, a member of a distant Court who’d left behind his people and culture. I hadn’t known what I knew now. I 
couldn’t even imagine the atrocities that had gone into his creation but had I known, I still wouldn’t have been 
prepared for the beautiful elfin man dressed in leather and denim who opened the door for me to enter not only his 
home but his world. 

He was far from what I imagined. I instead found a sarcastic, generous soul wrapped into a powerful, lean body and 
possessing a wicked, nimble mind. He had skills I couldn’t even begin to comprehend and an ability to shift 
midstream, forcing his will on everything and everyone around him. He’d been raised by a despicable human being, 
a man who I suspected took Kai in to profit off of him but Kai had an odd deep affection for the old man, one I don’t 
think was returned but neither one of them allowed anyone to get close to them so I didn’t know for sure. 

Kai and I started off as adversaries but over time that changed. I didn’t know how he stood immune to the attraction 
between us, not just the genetic pull of our compatible souls but also the explosive chemistry brewing every time 
we were near one another. He was stronger than I was, not just physically but also emotionally, because by now I 
was driven half mad by the want of him whereas he could simply shrug it off as if I were nothing more than a casual 
acquaintance. 

Sometimes it hurt to look at him because he stole my thoughts and breath. Then there were the times when I 
wanted to kill him because he took chances, risking his life. But that was something else I discovered about him. 
The heart that beat in Kai’s chest was far from cold. It burned with passion and warmth and possess a sense of 
justice I marveled at. He was a very good balance for my overly trained diplomacy. I just wish he saw how well he 
fit into my life and my Court. 

“We’re looking for pygmy unicorns. Remember that.” Kai muttered. “Tiny horses. With a single horn coming out of 
their forehead. The University is paying us good money to verify their migration into the area. There will be no more 
jumping on cows, bison, antelope, alligators, or anything else on that carousel you’ve cooked up in your brain, 
okay? The only thing you should get into or onto is this car. And please, for Pele’s sake, remember that the fucking 
cats on this world can climb trees. So can bears. And if you have any questions about what an animal can do, just 
assume it’s going to eat your face and get into the fucking car. Got it?” 

“Do you just like yelling at people? Or is it a hobby of yours?” I asked, knowing it would get a rise out of him. The 
bison could have been my mistake. Nova really did sound like cow and I’d primed myself to obey everything Kai 
told me, mostly out of self-preservation and because I still couldn’t quite trust him not to shoot me if I pissed him off. 
Since he was still driving, I had high hopes he couldn’t reach his gun. “And pygmy unicorns are a myth. I’ve lived a 
very long time and have never seen one. What makes you think they’re real?” 

“I don’t care if they’re real or not. I just have to spend three days out here looking for them and since you decided to 
tag along, you’re going to be on watch with me.” Kai pulled the car under a stand of banyan trees, their canopies 
stretching out to cover nearly the entire clearing. The air was cool beneath them and we were well within sight of 
the watering hole a few hundreds of yards away. “This is a part of the job. Sometimes the contracts are to just sit 
and watch so that’s what we do. So now, do me a favor and help me set up camp. You’re lucky this is a hatchback 



because we’re sleeping in it. This is the kind of place we can’t put up a tent to sleep in. If you did that, you might as 
well put up a neon sign that says; limited time, all-you-can-eat buffet while supplies last. So get your ass in gear, 
lordling, and help me put up the monitoring equipment the University gave me. Then, I’m going to go find something 
for us to eat.” 


